
  November 
 

9/10 2-hr. early dismissal for 
  all students/No P.M.    
  Pre-k 
  End of fist marking 
  period 
13 Beginning of 2nd MP 
13-17     American Education 
  Week 
20  Report cards sent home 

 for all students 
20 Arlington Echo/4th 
22-24 THANKSGIVING  
  HOLIDAY 
  All Schools & Central 
  Offices Closed 
  

 

 

Looking Ahead...  

 December 
 

7  2-hr. early dismissal for 
 all students/No P.M.    
 Pre-k 

7  BSO/5th 
8  School closed for       

 students/Parent/Teacher 
 conferences 

11 Spirit Night/Five Guys 
13 Camp Woodlands/K 
15  Interims sent home by 

 today 
15 B&O Railroad/1st 
25-Jan 1 Christmas/Winter Break 

 
 

January 
2  All Schools open for  

 student 
8-9 Vision & Hearing    
  screening 
8,9,10,11Drownproofing/5th 
15  Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 Birthday   
 Commemoration/All 
 Schools & Central Offices 
 Closed 

29/30 2-hr. early dismissal for 
  all students/No P.M.    
  Pre-k 
29/30 End of 2nd MP(46 days) 
31 School closed for        
  students/Work day for 
  teachers  

The fall season is officially here! Winds are blowing and leaves are 
twirling. It’s a beautiful time of the school year. We see wonderful 
things happening in our classrooms with student reading levels      
soaring and students striving to earn RISE tickets. It is very exciting! 
     
 We have many fall happenings that you need to be aware of so that 
you can be involved and support your child and PPES 
      
We have our annual Race for Education sponsored by our PTA on    
November 6th. Classes will be scheduled throughout the day to walk 
or run around a designated course. Think sunny thoughts for Nov. 6th 
so the race can be held as planned.  
      
Also in November, we will be administering the county’s CogAT testing 
to our 2nd & 5th grade students during the first three weeks. A detailed 
letter was sent home on October 27th explaining this assessment.   
    
We will be recognizing American Education Week on Monday, No-
vember 13th to allow parents the opportunity to visit our classrooms. 
We have designated 8:30-10:00 A.M. for our Pre-K-5th grade          
visitation. Afternoon Pre-K parents may visit from 12:30-2:00 P.M. We 
hope that you take some time and come and catch a glimpse of your 
child’s day. 
      
It is a full month with many activities to engage students and extend 
their learning. Please take time to speak with your child about their 
day and comment about the messages teachers are sending through 
Class Dojo. It takes a village! 
 
The Point Pleasant administration and staff would like to extend        
heartfelt Thanksgiving wishes to your family this year. Enjoy the        
company of one another and relish in the family memories. 
 
Best regards, 

Point Pleasant Elementary School Newsletter…   
(The Pointer) 

Readers , Writers, 

Mathematicians!” 
November 2017 

      PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 Christopher Gordon                                         Jennifer Riegger      
 Principal                                                         Assistant Principal 



 Kids Helping Kids Food Drive for 2017 

 

This year’s “Kids Helping Kids: Harvest for 
the Hungry” food drive has just concluded. 
Thank you for your kind contributions to 
help others in Anne Arundel County 
through the Anne Arundel County Food 
and Resource Bank.  
The winning classrooms will be              
recognized in the December Pointer but 
before then they will receive the           
recognition they earned! 
Thank you to the PPES PTA for bringing in 
more donations as part of the Fall Festival! 
 
Parent Involvement Conference 
Join other parents for an exciting Family 
Involvement Conference 
"Make the Most of Your Moments" 
Saturday, November 18, 2017 
8:30 am - 2:00 pm 
Anne Arundel Community College, 101 
College Parkway, Arnold MD 
 
Join other parents and the staff of the 
AACPS Office of School & Family                
Partnerships to learn more about how 
families and schools can work together for 
the success of all children. A keynote 
speaker will kick off the morning and then 
will be followed by your choice of 2 
breakout sessions from 11 different topics 
of interest to those who have or work with 
children from preschool through high 
school. 
 
Continental breakfast and lunch will be 
provided. Spanish interpreters will be   
present. For other language requests, 
please fill in box #10 below or call           
410-222-5417.  
 
Limited child care is available for children 
ages 3 - 12. Pre-registration for child care 
is required; call 410-222-5309. 
 
To register for the conference, go to 
www.aacps.org/conference.  
Each adult in the family should register 
separately. Call 410-222-5414 or          
410-222-5417 with other questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

AACPS Magnet Information Sessions for 
5th Grade Parents and Students as you 
consider where to go for Middle School: 
 
Parents, the time to apply for any of the 
Magnet Programs is now through noon 
on November 30, 2017. All students  
interested in attending a Magnet             
Program in the 2018-2019 school year 
must complete an online application and 
be determined to be eligible for the  
Magnet Program.  
 
The Magnet Programs are any of these: 
(a) Performing & Visual Arts (PVA); (b) 
International Baccalaureate (IB); and, 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math (STEM). 
 
For information about any of the Magnet 
Programs for students now in 5th grade 
who wish to apply to be in one of these 
in 6th grade, please visit their website: 
www.aacps.org/magnet. You can call 
with questions to the Magnet Office at 
410-222-5391 (ext. 1) or 410-222-
5342 or you can talk with Ms. Holcomb, 
our School Counselor, at 410-222-6425. 
She is happy to help you and your      
student apply if you wish. 
 
There are two remaining November   
Parent Information Nights for these   
programs below– 
Both are from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Performing & Visual Arts – November 
2nd, at Brooklyn Park Middle School 
Science, Technology, Engineering, & 
Math – November 6th, at Lindale Middle 
School 

http://www.aacps.org/conference
http://www.aacps.org/magnet


Reading Incentive Program sponsored by A.J.           
Bartlinski’s Karate Supercenter 
 
A.J. Bartlinkski’s Karate Supercenter is again          
encouraging our students to read! Please be on the 
look-out for this information which will come out in 
November!  This is their 7th year supporting this   
program! Thank you to AJB Karate Supercenter!  
 
Each student will start with a “white belt” bookmark 
on which to track his or her reading up to 150 
minutes per belt. This color bookmark is turned into 
the classroom teacher. This is the order of the           
bookmarks: 
1. white 
2. yellow 
3. green 
4. blue – receive a special coupon from A.J.            
Bartlinkski’s Karate Supercenter 
5. purple 
6. brown 
7. black 
When the students reach the “black belt” level, they 
will have chances for a special prize from A.J. 
Bartlinski’s Karate Supercenter (a bike!) and all black
-belt readers will receive a free book about how to 
respond to bullying.  
 
Ambassador & Character Education Program 
 
Each month we have morning reflections read over 
the morning announcements about some             
characteristic of good character as part of our         
Character Education Program. For the month of    
November, the topic is “Caring”. Please consider how 
you can build caring ways in your child’s behavior at 
home. Does your child act with kindness toward a 
younger brother or sister? Does your child say kind 
words, like “please” and “thank you”. Does your 
child share? Praise them when you see them showing 
this trait of good character. 
 
Some students will be chosen by their classroom 
teachers for showing how caring they are to others. 
Their names will be in the December Pointer. Plus 
they will be recognized at school for being chosen as 
the November Ambassadors.  
 
 
Informacion para Padre, Madre, Y Familia Espanolas 
 
Ms. Holcomb, el School Counselor (in ingles), tiene 
targetas que usted puede recibir que tienen            
informacion si usted necesita servicios de traducion. 
Por favor llamenla a 410-222-6425 or mandela una 
nota.  

Attend to your Child’s Attendance & You’ll 
be Happy! 
 

This year, our Teachers are tracking attendance 
and there are rewards for classrooms which 
achieve 95% classroom attendance each month!  
The children are excited. We hope you will      
support this new initiative. 
 
Children are in school to learn and to grow into 
responsible and productive young adults who 
are prepared to enter the world on their own. 
Regular school attendance is the key to high 
school graduation and finding a good job. Good 
attendance will reap rewards as your child 
grows.  
 
Poor attendance in elementary school often leads 
to excessive absences in middle and high school. 
Poor attenders become disinterested and          
unmotivated in school and often drop out.      
Unlawful absence, or truancy, has been           
identified as one of the early warning signs of 
students headed for potential delinquent activity, 
social problems, or failure in school. According 
to research, truancy frequently leads to dropping 
out of school, entering the juvenile court system 
and unemployment. Dropouts who work       
typically earn lower salaries. Truancy is a sign 
that a young person is losing his or her way and 
needs help. Pupil Personnel Workers and other 
school staff are available to help. 
 
Where can parents get help? If your child starts 
to demonstrate school avoidance behavior (i.e., 
refuses to get up, complains of vague illnesses, 
teacher or peer problems, or skips school) get 
help right away! Call the Office of Pupil          
Personnel at 410-222-5284. 
 
(excerpts from brochure from the AACPS Office 
of Pupil Personnel) 
 
Plans for Cold Weather 
 
Arundel House of Hope has a “Winter Relief  
Program” which is a revolving shelter in our 
County for those 18 years or older in case this 
applies to anyone in your families. To get on the 
waiting list, you have to go to the Day & Re-
source Center and sign-up. You can also call the 
Arundel House of Hope at (410) 863-4888 and 
leave a message on their Winter Relief extension. 
The waiting list is filled on a first-come,             
first-serve basis. Please call after 7 a.m. to leave a 
message. When leaving a message, clearly state 
your name, the time of your call, and that you 
would like to have your name put on the waiting 
list. If you have adult family members coming 
with you, please say their names, too (no one 
under 18 years of age may be sheltered in    
Winter Relief).  




